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Community Bible Chapel—
Sarasota, Florida
The sanctuary, seating 380, was nearly
filled on Sunday afternoon, January 28,
for the dedication of the new facility for
the Brethren in Christ congregation,
Sarasota, Florida.
The pastor of the congregation is J.
Clair Shenk who assumed the pastorate
seven years ago coming to Sarasota from
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania where he
had been pastor of the Centerville Brethren
in Christ Church. John Arthur Byers,
bishop of the Atlantic conference, officiated at the dedication service. Music
was furnished by various groups from the
congregation.
The new facility is located on a 3.8 acre
plot in a new housing development east of
Sarasota. The plant is appraised at $250,000. The present indebtedness is $69,000.
Before moving to the new location,
Sunday attendance was averaging 70.
Attendance is now averaging over 100.
Conscious of the size of its membership
the Sarasota congregation sees the new
facility as a miracle. They already are
suggesting that they "built too small."

Glenn served as a deacon for 26 years
and as congregational treasurer for 19. He
was a trustee for 23 years. In addition he
served as a Sunday school teacher and
superintendent.
Mary had directed the congregational
to page seven

Years of Service Honored
Glenn and Mary Stoner were honored
recently by the Cedar Grove congregation
for their many years of service to the
congregation.

From the Editor
This column seldom refers readers to the obituary
section of the Visitor. In this issue we break with precedent
and direct our remarks and our readers to the obituary
column and to the fact that this issue carries the accounts
of the passing of a young missionary in the prime of life
and of an older missionary for whom the term veteran
missionary would not be out of place.
Notices of the deaths of Charles Eshelman and Bert
Sider had appeared in earlier issues of the Visitor. In this
issue—pages seven and eleven—the obituaries and excerpts from tributes appear.
I was impressed with the missionary zeal and insight of
Bert Sider. It seemed to me that in Nicaragua he was
implementing missions for the new age—a genuine peoples
movement and courageously indigenous. It was stated by
one who was in a position to know that Bert was "a
missionary statesman at 30."
The death of Charles Eshelman brings a host of
memories to mind. I knew him from a lifetime of association. He married one of my mother's favorite cousins. So
to page 15
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Martin H. Schrag
Last fall I studied at the Mennonite
Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana,
as a part of my refresher leave from
Messiah College. During that time my
family and I became a part of the
b r o t h e r h o o d at the N a p p a n e e
Brethren in Christ Church. It was a
rich experience. An aspect of that
participation was a series of messages
proclaimed by interim pastor Marlin
Zook, missionary on furlough from
Japan, on the covenant.
Along with the sermons, we learned
a song dealing with the reality of
God's relationship to his people.
Dwight Thomas, Director of Music,
soon has us in the spirit of the hymn.
The focus on the covenant was climaxed by a very meaningful celebration of the Lord's Supper.
It was out of such heart warming
fellowship that I perceived more clearly the possible significance of having
the local congregation periodically,
say yearly, renew as a group their
covenant with God. We often ask
church members, prior to the observance of the Communion, to examine
themselves as individuals lest they
partake unworthily and bring judgment upon themselves (I Cor. 11:29).
Might it not enrich and foster our
common life together if we as a local
body of believers renewed the corporate covenant? Such an act would be
in keeping with our denominational
name, The Brethren in Christ.
To make my proposal more concrete I would like to share two covenant statements. The first example
was given to me by an evangelical who
was part of a church group at Dartmouth College. With slight revision
their covenant reads as follows:
We covenant with the Lord and with
each other:
to walk together in all his ways as
he reveals himself to us;
The writer, presently on a refresher leave, is
Professor of History of Christianity, Messiah
College.
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to give ourselves freely and without
reserve
to his service in this church;
to celebrate through worship his
gifts of unity and diversity
to take up his mission around the
world,
proclaiming the gospel message
and
searching for peace and justice;
to care for our brothers and sisters,
reconciling ourselves to them in
love;
for the Lord gives his grace into
the lives of men.
The second example was shared by
Rich and Nancy Heisey, both former
students of Messiah College. As we
compared our pilgrimages, they told
of their relationships with a fellowship
in Goshen, Indiana, self-designated as
The Assembly. With some alterations,
this is their affirmation.
1. In covenanting together, we
affirm that Jesus Christ is Lord of our
local congregation. We gratefully
acknowledge his Lordship.
2. We thank God anew for
making available through Christ a
new sharing and caring community.
3. We accept responsibility for
each other as God's people in this
place and commit ourselves to
building up the body of Christ as gifts
are discerned and the Holy Spirit
enables.
4. We commit ourselves to help
each other faithfully to obey his mandate of the Great Commission toward
the end that we may grow up into the
fulness of the stature of Christ.
These two statements or confessions
are attempts to put into words the
response of a body of believers to the
covenant (I Cor. 11:25) offered by
God in Christ. We are related to God
both as individuals and as a group. We

need to reaffirm as a body that Jesus
Christ is the Lord and Head of the
Church. The biblical words are strong:
Christ is the head and "on him the
whole body depends" (Eph. 4:16
NEB). Christ ssid he will build his
church (Mt. 17:18) and that is effected
as the body of Christ is open to his
guidance.
We need to repeatedly realize that
by Christ's work on the cross a new
sharing, caring, and loving community
is possible. In Titus 2:14 and Eph. 2:13
we read that Christ died to prepare
and purify a people unto himself,
breaking down the barrier between
Jew and Gentile (and thus any provincial barriers). We love one another
because Christ first loved us (I Jn.
4:19).
If we renewed our covenant yearly,
we would more fully know that the
love quality of our body life is the
fellowship of and in the Holy Spirit (2
Cor. 13:14). It is the Holy Spirit that
energizes, purifies, and guides the
people of God. He empowers us to
affirm, encourage, and build up one
another.
We also would be more faithful to
our mission if we recommitted
ourselves as a community to the
proclaiming of the gospel at home and
abroad, in work and deed. We are to
be peacemakers ever striving for peace
and justice.
Lastly, we who have tasted the
power and spiritual energies of the age
to come (Heb. 6:5) are to embrace one
another again and again in the
amazing consciousness that in the
Holy City our fellowship will be complete. We will then be a holy people in
an ultimate way.
In summary, might there not be real
merit as a part of a selected Lord's
Supper for congregations to annually
recommit themselves to God and his
kingdom? Let us think and pray about
this possibility.
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LONELINESS
David H. Kipe
We all have times when we feel
lonely. Perhaps it was when you
changed schools, moved to a new
neighborhood, or went to a different
church. Maybe you do not remember
feeling lonely until you went to
summer camp, or went to college, or
changed jobs; but the loneliness was
the same as it was when you were
younger. Nancy Potts, in her book
Loneliness: Living Between the Times
(Victor Books, 1978), describes
loneliness as having its roots in unfulfilled promised, broken
relationships, career disappointments,
heated arguments with God, feelings
of rejection, and the uncertainty of
tomorrow, (p. 13). Loneliness affects
everyone from the busy executive to
the harried housewife, from the elderly
person to the single adult.
Being lonely and being alone often
go together, but not necessarily. The
movie No Longer Alone told the story
of a young woman who was busy and
successful, but was very lonely. On the
other hand there are single persons
who spend many hours alone but do
not suffer from deep periods of
loneliness. 1 am not certain what
makes the difference, but I admit that
at times during the week while being a
dorm parent for twenty-eight high
schools boys, I feel a need to be alone.
I do get alone at times by taking a
walk around the campus or jogging.
On weekends, however, when I am by
myself, I often get lonely.
Loneliness is different from being
alone. That is why it is possible to feel
lonely in a crowd. That is why you felt
lonely when you changed schools in
the third grade. There were other
children around; you were not really
The writer and his wife. Cynthia, upon
graduation from Messiah College, went to
Rhodesia in a Voluntary Service assignment.
They needed to cut short their term of service
due to Cynthia's illness which resulted in her
death.
David is now teaching at Lancaster Mennonite High School.
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alone, but you felt unaccepted by
them. You felt lonely. This is why
single women in particular may feel
lonely. They may have friends who are
married and have children, but they
have not been "chosen". They may
live with friends or family, but the
emotional isolation felt is not resolved.
I admit in my own life as a widower,
that being with friends does not
remove the lonely feeling. Especially
when I am with married friends, the
memories of having been married are
accented all the more. There is a
yearning for a more intimate
relationship with a spouse, and thus
become more acceptable.
We have f e a r s a b o u t being
alone—fears which stem out of the
failure to allow ourselves the pain of
experiencing the fact that we are
alone. Working through the pain of
being alone helps us to be less dependent on others entirely, and more
dependent on God. Peace and stability
are a result of coming to terms with
loneliness. Deitrich Bonhoeffer,
warned, "The person who comes into
a [church] fellowship because he is
running away from himself is misusing
it for the sake of diversion, no matter
how spiritual this diversion may
appear."
Not all fears of being alone come
from a failure on our part. It is a result
of our society. Nancy Potts says it
best:
Our society discourages intros p e c t i o n . N o child was ever
punished by sending him to be with a
crowd. More often it's "Go to
your room." The message loud and
clear, is that aloneness is punishment an rejection (p. 35).

Is this a valid statement to make? I
think it may be more true than we
want to admit. Consider television
commercials and programs, magazine
articles, and social functions. Do they
not stress the idea of couples? And
what about our church program?

Marriage, however, is not the only
way to end loneliness. Many married
persons are lonely. In fact, the worst
kind of loneliness arises from the
shattering of the naive expectation
that marriage means no more empty
feelings. Your spouse cannot be at
your side constantly. Business trips,
service clubs, and hospitalizations are
some of the things that may separate a
married couple. Marriage in itself
does not end loneliness. Neither does
it end the need for sometimes being
alone. We all need those times.
As stated before, everyone at times
feels lonely, but for the single person
the loneliness is more acute. For some
there is no one to lean on, such as a
husband or wife, after a hectic day at
the office. To single out a friend takes
energy and may be imposing on his or
her desire to be alone. The church and
society make singles feel out of place
at times: Noah took animals into the
ark by "twos," large packages are
cheaper, church banquets encourage
couples, church leaders are married.
Loneliness is a very real problem for
someone who feels out of place or
unaccepted.
If anyone wants to be sensitive to
singles and their hurts, he should take
time to talk with them, find out their
hurts, discover their lonely times, and
share their happy times. One of the
loneliest times for me was having got
my first raise, I had no one with whom
to share it. Families could be extended
to include those without families by
inviting them for dinner, to play
games, or to watch television, or by
taking them bowling, or sitting with
them in church. The list is limitless.
Most importantly, singles want to be
treated as persons including their
singleness. Trying to "match them
u p " only makes them feel that
singleness is unacceptable. Being a
friend when needed is what is important.
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Instant in Season
C. W. Boyer

Recently my wife and I went to a
"fast food" restaurant near our home.
Soon after we were seated, two police
officers came in and took an adjoining
table. Their radio was beside them,
keeping them in constant touch with
the station from which they receive
their orders.
Engaging the officers in conversation, I inquired whether, when they
receive a call, they must respond at
once, leaving their meals unfinished.
They replied that it does mean this; in
fact, it happens quite often.
Obviously, our police officers need
to be "instant in season," or, as the
New American Standard Version puts
it, "ready in season." Serious, indeed,
it might be if they were negligent or
slow in responding, or if they refused
to respond, when they received a call!
When Jesus gave the Great Commission to his disciples, one area
which he mentioned specifically was
Samaria. In Acts 8, we read that
following the great persecution in
Jerusalem, "Philip went down to the
city of Samaria;" and while "the Jews
have no dealings with the Samaritans"
(according to the woman of Samaria),
the love of Christ and Jesus' commission overcame racial prejudice. A
great revival accompanied Philip's
ministry, "and there was great joy in
that city."
Then the angel of the Lord spoke to
Philip and told him to "go toward the
south unto the way that goeth down
from Jerusalem to Gaza which is
desert." One might think that Philip
would have preferred to stay in
Samaria, where God was working,
and to enjoy the fellowship of these
new believers, especially since this new
call would seem to be to an unC. W. Boyer, an occasional writer for the
Visitor, lives in retirement with his wife, Ethel,
in Baltimore, Maryland where they worship
with the Marlyn Avenue Brethren in Christ
congregation.
The incident on which this article is based was
related to the writer by Mrs. Henry (Fern)
Heisey and Jesse Hoover, grandchildren of
Bishop B. F. Hoover.
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promising place, "which is desert."
But apparently Philip did not question. The record says, simply, "And he
arose and went."
Now, instead of preaching to multitudes, he was to minister to one
individual—a eunuch, who had been to
Jerusalem to worship and was now
returning to Ethiopia. Having been
invited to come up and sit with the
eunuch in his chariot, Philip explained
to him the passage in Isaiah, which he
had been reading; and "then Philip
preached unto him Jesus." Now, as a
new believer, the eunuch was baptized,
and "went on his way rejoicing." So,
because Philip had been "instant in
season," another soul had been won
for the kingdom. Suppose Philip
would have delayed when the angel
spoke to him. He certainly would have
missed the eunuch's chariot, and
perhaps a soul,* *would
* * *have been lost.
The scene now shifts to a farm near
Mansfield, Ohio. It is the late 1880's.
A Brethren in Christ minister, by the
name of Benjamin Hoover, is
harvesting grain in his twenty-acre
wheat field, while his two sons, Daniel
and Marion, are doing the shocking.
Presently, the boys look at each other
in amazement. "What could Pa
mean?" is their puzzled reaction. They
observe that their father has stopped
the binder and is unhitching the team.
This is what happened. While
driving the binder, the reel bending the
wheat against the sickle and the
machine kicking out the sheaves at
regular intervals, an impression has
come to Ben: "Visit John Roland."
The impression persisted and became
stronger: "Visit John Roland," "Visit
John Roland.'' Meanwhile, eight miles
away, John Roland was in a very
agitated state of mind and his abnormal behavior was causing his wife,
Ella, serious concern. Ella was a
Christian and in her anxiety she called
on God, praying that He would send
Brother Hoover to them. Without
telephones, this was the only way she
knew to get a message to Brother

Hoover. God answered Ella's prayer
with the strong impression to Ben,
"Visit John Roland." Finally Ben,
realizing that this must be a prompting
from the Holy Spirit, unhitched the
team and went to the house. Here he
hitched up the buggy and he and his
wife, Mary, started for the Roland
home. When Ella saw them driving in
the lane, she ran out to meet them, and
with tears exclaimed: "Oh, I'm so glad
you have come. I'm afraid John has
lost his mind."
Just what was the exact nature or
cause of John's agitated state of mind
or the extent of his erratic conduct, we
do not know. It is known that he
drank some. This may have been a
factor. Also, Ella was a devoted Christian, and John was evidently under
deep conviction.
When they entered the house they
found John under the bed. Ben laid
down on the floor beside John, and
began to counsel and pray with him.
Imagine the scene! This apparently
continued for some time. Finally John
came from under the bed; and,
(quoting now from a letter from Ben's
grandson, Jesse Hoover), "after
talking and praying with him for
another hour, the victory came, and
John accepted the Lord as his Savior.
A soul was saved that day." The letter
adds this further significant statement:
"My father (Marion) said it was late
when they returned home." Apparently it was not an easy victory; but what
a great victory it was! John was
baptized soon after this and united
with the Brethren in Christ Church.
He and his wife continued as faithful,
life-long members.
Without a doubt, the wheat harvest
was important that day—it may even
have been urgent. But there was
another harvest waiting, where
"workers" were desperately needed.
And because Ben Hoover and his wife
were "instant (ready) in season", and
gave priority to the more important
spiritual harvest, there was joy in
heaven that day over one sinner that
repented.
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Readers Write
Our policy has been to publish under "Letters to the
Editor" only those letters which are in response to articles
on letters which appear in the Visitor. We occasionally
receive letters which we deem worthy of publication but
which do not fall within the policy guidelines established
for our letter column.
Rather than change our policy we create a new
category for those communications which fall somewhere
between a letter and an article.
Assessment Unfair
I'm writing this letter to make people aware of what I
feel is a very unfair situation in our church government.
Does it seem fair to you that a congregation of our
denomination with a local income of less than $15,000 in
1978 be required to pay $597 for assessment in 1979? As I
understand it, if it were not for the 50% ceiling increase, we
would be expected to pay $883, which means our amount
will probably increase in 1980.
From what is left of our income we are supposed to
support a pastor, pay utilities (heat alone was $160.38 in
January, $224.42 in February), keep the church property
from becoming run down, and still have enough to support
various branches of the church work. We feel we have been
robbed of much choice to pay anything except bare
necessities. Some of the things we would like to afford are
Vacation Bible School, sending children to youth camp,
having an evangelist for special services, and supporting
missions.
Our pastor is getting wages with which very few of us
would be satisfied. He and his wife regularly pay about one
third of their salary back to the church in tithes and
offerings. He frequently asks how we are doing financially
and has returned one complete paycheck when funds were
low. Besides giving various smaller amounts, he has from
his own pocket paid for materials for minor repairs to the
church building and its contents. I am grateful for God's
faithful servants who have been willing to sacrifice for his
work. I'm sure there are others in other areas with similar
difficulties and, to me, it seems wrong. God's way is for
those with much to help those with little. That is Christian
love in action. I can not understand why some of our
churches with larger incomes would not be so bound.
What I would like to see is some delegate to conference
from one of our financially well-to-do churches propose
some sound action which would again allow the smaller
churches some breathing and growing room. Instead of a
percentage decrease for higher income, why not a fairer
way with a percentage decrease for lower incomes and a
percentage increase as the income increases?
As Christians we should be eager to do our part. For
some, because God has blessed them with more, that
means giving more than others. God is faithful and has
been very good, but sometimes I think we Christians need
a jolt to wake us up. I hope the injustice of the present
assessment system has been made clear and that someone
will care enough to act.
Name withheld
6

The Doctrine of Scripture
Recently, a seminary student said to me that some of his
fellow students would have trouble with our denomination
because our statement on the Holy Scriptures in the
Manual is "weak" in that it does not declare God's Word
to be inerrant.
I have just reread again what our Manual has to say
about God's Word, "The Holy Scriptures." It strikes me
that what our manual says is what the Word has to say for
itself. I believe this was the intent of those who agreed
upon this statement.
It may be that those who argue for the inerrancy of the
Scriptures will be proved correct some day, but it also is
true that they have gone beyond the scriptural testimony to
argue this. What is the point? I am not afraid for God's
Word. It will stand every one of man's tests. The point I
raise here is: Why does not God's Word itself argue for or
show written proof for its own inerrancy? I believe that the
Holy Spirit has made no mistakes and never will. And I
believe that all this is implied in our Manual and in the
Word when they say: (Manual: "This Word, given by
divine inspiration . . ." and II Timothy 3:16, "All scripture
is given by divine inspiration of God . . .").
Again I will say it: God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
has made no mistakes and never will. I'm happy to be a
representative of the Brethren in Christ Church and
believe that our statement on the Holy Scriptures is clear.
It would be interesting to me to have others share their
viewpoint on this subject.
Jerel Book, pastor
Ontario, Brethren in Christ Church
Ontario, CA
Bumper Sticker
Two days ago I received in the office mail a free bumper
sticker which says, "We Can Stop Nuclear Madness." I
wondered whether I should put it on my car. I thought
about my Brethren in Christ friends. Would they think I
had gone hopelessly liberal if I displayed this statement,
exposing my belief that people can affect the course of
public affairs?
It's amazing what you can go through thinking about
putting a bumper sticker on your car!
When I brought it home from the office, my wife said,
"Put it on. Why wouldn't you? It would match nicely with
the "Better Active Today Than Radioactive Tomorrow"
sticker already on the bumper."
And then I proceeded to tell her why I hesitate. "There
are Christians," I said (meaning Brethren in Christ
Christians) "who believe that the end of history is near, it
is probably going to happen by nuclear holocaust, and
however it happens it is God's will. It is an illusion of
liberalism to think that Chrisitans can influence the course
of public events and a trick of Satan to suggest that they
should. Save souls. Pray for the government. Pay your
taxes." Well, Janet was not altogether convinced by my
short summary of mainline evangelical theology. She, like
myself, does not find it altogether satisfactory to be that
fatalistic about the power of sin nor that cynical about the
signifiance of human enterprise.
to page ten

Evangelical Visitor

1900-1979

Tributes

-

Charles F. Eshelman
Charles F. Eshelman, 79, formerly of
Grantham and Carlisle, Pennsylvania, died
on March 6, 1979, at Messiah Village,
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.
A native of Franklin County, Pennsylvania, he was a lifelong member of the
Brethren in Christ Church and made a
commitment to missionary service at age
14. He served the denomination as an
evangelist, missionary, educator, director of
youth camps and as an interim pastor for
the Grantham, Fairland. and Lancaster
congregations. He was active on the
Ministerial Examining Board, the Commission O n H o m e , a n d the G e n e r a l
Conference Program Committee.
He attended Messiah Academy, Messiah
Bible College, and was graduated from
Wheaton College in 1927. During nearly
twenty years or missionary service as an
educator in Rhodesia, Africa, he earned his
master's degree from Cornell University
supported by a grant from the Rhodesian
government. Upon his return from Africa,
he joined the faculty of Messiah College,
and served as its Dean from 1948 to 1961.
During this time he earned his doctoral
degree in education from Cornell University and guided the laying of the foundations
for the state and regional accreditation of
Messiah College.
He is survived by his wife, Mary G.
Eshelman; a daughter and son-in-law, Lois
and Ivan Beachy; a son and daughter-inlaw, David and Martha Eshelman; a

Years of Service
from page two

singing for 25 years and taught Sunday
school for 20.
Together they served as custodians for
the church for 14 years.
A plaque, a token of the congregation's
appreciation, was presented to them by
their pastor, Eugene Heidler.

Messiah College
More Than Bread Campaign
Passes 2/3 Mark
The college's $4,000,000 fund drive for
the proposed fine arts center and endowment to help support it has passed the $2.7
million mark. In less than one year of
concentrated effort the campaign has
passed the two-thirds mark.
Within the past several months the
soliciation effort has been going on in
Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, and
Virginia. More recently most areas of
concentrated publics of the college west of
the Mississippi River have begun contacts
with alumni, parents, Brethren in Christ
Church members, and other friends of the
college.
During the months of April and May a
number of other areas in the eastern half of
the United States and Canada will be
contacted. It is projected that the
remaining areas will be seen in early fall.
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sister, Mrs. Mary Scholl, Souderton, Pennsylvania; and six grandchildren.
A service in celebration of his life and
final victory was held at the Carlisle
Brethren in Christ Church on March 10,
1978, directed by his pastors, The
Reverend Dr. Walter Winger and The
Reverend Kenneth Hoke. Tributes were
presented from the denomination by
Bishop Alvin Book, from Messiah College
by Dr. D. Ray Hostetter on behalf of the
Board for Mission by Erwin Thomas, and
from his family by Dr. David Eshelman.
In recognition of his long association
with the training of ministers the family has
established a scholarship fund for this
purpose. Contributions to this fund in his
honor may be sent to Messiah College,
Grantham, Pennsylvania 17027.

Births
Hubcr: Lisa Ann, born March 7, to Glenn
and Sheree Huber, Manor congregation, Pa.
Keller: Jeremy David, bom March 17, to
Samuel and Virginia Keller, Red Lion congregation, Pa.
Martin: Andrew Charles, born Nov. 22, to
Charles and Denise Martin, Palmyra, Pa.

Minnick: Lee Earl, bom Feb. 13, to Rev.

Barry and Wanda (Conner) Minnick, Mifflintown, Pa. Mrs. Minnick is formerly from the
Adney Gap congregation, Pa.

Navratil: Elizabeth Ann, born Feb. 15, to
John and Linda (Sechrist) Navratil, Red Lion
congregation, Pa.
Richardson: Scott Allen, bom March 6, to
Michael and Anne Michelle (Stover) Richardson,
Green Grove congregation, Pa.
Rittenhouse: Corey Wade, bom March 4,
to Thomas and Linda Rittenhouse, Souderton
congregation, Pa.
Rittenhouse: Dawn Yvonne, born Dec. 29,
to Gerald and Elaine Rittenhouse, Souderton,
Pa.
Rohrer: Michelle Lynn, born Nov. 27, to
John and Delores Rohrer, Souderton congregation, Pa.

Board for Missions
Charles and Mary Eshelman shared in
the Brethren in Christ mission ministry in
Rhodesia and Zambia for 19 years. They
were at the cutting edge of ideas
throughout their careers. In tneir service in
the field and in their representing the cause
of missions in America, they challenged the
imagination of young people to give their
lives in service to the Lord and the Church.
T h e contribution which C h a r l e s
Eshelman made to missions cannot alone
be counted in the years of service in Africa.
In his later years, on the staff of Messiah
College, and in his general church
ministries, he represented the larger task of
the Church.
Messiah College
He was a generous person and his
kindhearted spirit enabled him to meet and
serve others in an unusual manner. He
dedicated his life to Christian service, and
happily influenced many lives to that same
dedication. He brought to Messiah College
a fresh commitment to missions and lent to
it color as well as substance.
We thank God for the life of Charles F.
Eshelman and especially for his leadership
contributions as Dean of Messiah College
from 1948 to 1961. His unusual example
depicted both the joy of life and of Christian commitment. These qualities which he
showed shall remain high in our memories.

Smith: Rebecca Diane, born Dec. 26, to
David and Connie Smith, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Wenger: Christopher Matthew, bom Feb.
18, to Dennis and Becky (Groff) Wenger, Mt.
Rock congregation. Pa.

Weddings
Hodgkins-Anderson: Dorothy Jean Anderson and Douglas Hodgkins, Dec. 16, 1978, in
the Port Colbome Bethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Gordon Gilmore officiating.
Ulrich-Pine: Debby, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Pine, Coral Springs, FL, and
Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Ulrich, Boca
Raton, Fl„ Sept. 9, 1978, in the Boca West
United Methodist Church with Rev. Elam O.
Dohner officiating.

Obituaries
Cassel: John Ezra Cassel, bom February 1,
1903, died March 4, 1979. He was the son of
Samuel and Addie Rellinger Cassel. On June
28, 1927, he was married to Ruth Thuma who
preceded him in death in 1945. He later
married Naomi Eyster who survives. He is also
survived by the following children: Ralph T„
Mrs. Lois Miller, and Carolyn; 3 grandchildren;
to page eleven
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Serving abroad involves cultural shock twice—going and
returning.

Welcome Back
From Abroad
La Verna Klippenstein
"Glad to see you! It must be great
to be back home!"
"Did you have fun?"
"You probably appreciate all the
appliances more now."
"So you're home. You must be
anxious to pick up the pieces and get
into the swing of things here again."
"You're just in time for fall elections. We have you slated for youth
advisor."
If you have welcomed friends from
service abroad you've probably made
comments similar to those. Replies
may not have come quickly and the
responses may have puzzled you.
Not all overseas voluntary service
and mission workers find it "great to
be back." They're not sure that using a
dishwasher is better than cultivating
relationships over a dishpan. Few are
anxious to "get back into the swing of
things." The pace and programs in our
congregations may seem pointless in
light of their recent experiences.
Promptly placing returned workers
into committees is not always helpful.
Serving abroad does not automatically
equip a person with gifts of ministry
needed for church life in North
America. Besides that, those who have
been exposed to the church in another
culture may seriously question the
validity of our many committee
meetings, let alone wish to initiate
plans for more.
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Recently voluntary service workers
and missionaries from countries in
Europe, South America and Africa
were asked to discuss relationships
with their home congregations while
they were abroad, and their experience
of "re-entry" when they returned.
"In what ways did your church
relate to you while you were away?"
they were asked.
Some responses follow.
" O u r congregation helped us
receive Sunday school materials for
our children," said Peter and Jane
Andres of their time in Lesotho and
Z a m b i a . " W e received church
periodicals without our having to request them."
"I received church bulletins and an
occasional letter from the minister,"
said another, "and lots of Christmas
cards."
"Our church sent us cassette tapes
of special events and community
news," commented someone else.
"The Ladies Fellowship sent us
twenty-five dollars every Christmas,"
added another family.
T h e M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h sent
members abroad on a working vacation to visit workers and assist with
specific tasks such as building or
freeing missionaries for a short
holiday.
Other suggestions for congregations
with members serving abroad came

readily.
"Congregations should write to
them regularly!"
"Birthday and Christmas remembrances would be appreciated."
"We'd like to heac about congregational meetings and decisions."
"Invite them to report about their
work when they return."
"When we went abroad," said one
returnee, "we expected to make some
a d j u s t m e n t s . But we were not
prepared for the difficulties and
frustrations we faced upon our return
home."
What were they? " M o s t were
similar to those anyone would face
when moving to another community.
Finding a job, a place to live, helping
children adjust to a strange community, new school and make friends."
For others, returning "home" involved additional problems. Most
spoke of financial difficulties.
Allowances had not provided them
with funds to tide them over a period
of job and house hunting.
One family was a happy exception.
Their congregation, the Broadway
Mennonite Brethren Church of British
Columbia, gave them, upon their
return, $1,500 to help them cope with
re-entry. River East, Mennonite
Brethren Church, Manitoba, gave $ 1
000 to several couples who returned
from service assignments. (See
"Welcome Home," page ten. Editor).
Grace Schwarzentruber, back from
Brazil, wrote, "I feel so lost, trying to
find my way through the many choices
in the stores."
"Hardest for me to come back to,"
said a volunteer from Bolivia, "was
the worship services."
I didn't think I had heard right, and
probed a bit.
"The contrast from a mud church
with a tin roof and no glass windows to
a big building, fancy clothes and
mahogany pews was just too much.
Especially the pews," he continued.
"Bolivia's poor export mahogany,
receive little for their product, and we
sit in luxury on their pews."
"It was hard for me to accept that
people generally were not interested in
what we had been doing." one commented.
"How could you tell?" I asked.
"They'd say, Tell us all about it'
and then spend the evening discussing
skidoos and rec rooms and the latest
TV show."
"We were asked to give one report
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on a Sunday night, and that was it,"
was one comment.
"Not all MCCers want to give
reports to large groups," said another,
"but we'd have appreciated opportunities to share in small group settings."
"Returnees are simply expected to
be fillers in fall services." one said,
"they must be prepared not to be
really understood except by those who
have been away themselves," another
concluded.
Most difficult to accept upon returning to North America was the
affluent life style in the congregations.
"Being thrust into a materialistic
society from under-developed Africa,
and trying to communicate this
without anger was very difficult," said
someone.
" W e tried to de-escalate the
accelerating affluence," said another,
"and were misunderstood."
"The worst comment was. 'It will
just take a few months and you will be
one of us again.' Generally there was
little understanding of the conflict,
spiritual and social, which we faced.
We simply had to work these things
through by ourselves."
Mission and service workers from
abroad are not able nor do they want
to pick up where they left off before
they left. Life in the Third World has
changed them. They have seen and
heard and felt the needs and hurts,
joys and aspirations of people whose
priorities lie with essentials to survival
as individuals, communities and countries. They return to discover that our
life style smothers spiritual growth
and western priorities are part of the
problem.
How can friends, family and congregations assist returning MCC and
mission service personnel? Abe
Reddekopp, writing in The Gospel
Messenger (summer 1978) had some
suggestions.
1. Rember, the person who is fresh
from the field is not necessarily fresh.
In fact, he may be mentally and
physically drained and in need of time
to recuperate before beginning a
public ministry.
2. Don't expect equal quality or
quantity of ministry from everyone.
God's gifts are varied. Be sensitive to
these gifts and seek to use your missionary in ways suited to his or her
abilities and preference.
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3. Let them know it's alright to talk
about frustrations. Workers abroad
are often encouraged to be more
transparent about themselves and
their work. The question is are YOU
prepared to handle this? Would it
destroy your faith in him or in MCC
to hear him express serious doubt
about his work?
4. Find out how you can meet
practical needs. Some will have a list
of projects on the tip of the tongue
while others are reticent in sharing
needs. Someone close to them,
perhaps a relative, will probably be
able to come up with a list of needed
items.
5. T h o u g h t f u l extras are appreciated. Arranging a baby sitter on
the evening you've asked the workers
to speak. Tickets to a concert or
registration fee for a retreat may be an
appropriate gift. Furniture and
groceries were also mentioned by

several as useful gifts.
"We returned to find friendship
gaps filled by others," wrote one couple back from Liberia. "Loneliness
and trying to fit in were major
problems. It would have been helpful
if someone would have drawn us into a
friendship circle or cell group."
"Friends need to listen sympathetically as we constantly rehash
experiences of life abroad," wrote a
teacher back from TAP service.
Serving abroad involves culture
shock twice. MCC, voluntary service
and mission workers are exposed to
life styles quite different from those of
their supporting constituency. They
adopt other values. They see North
American culture from a new point of
view. Their perspective and insights
can enrich their congregations. Let's
receive those gifts as we welcome them
back.
—A release by MCC
(Canada)

Hunger Education
For Children
—Two new children's resources
have been published on the topic of
world hunger.
Hunger Activities for Children, by
Phil Lersch, Jean Lersch and Bonnie
Munson. 1978, Brethren House, St.
Petersburg, Fla., 121 pp.
Hunger Activities for Children
describes a wide variety of activities
for teaching how it feels to be hungry
and how we can help the hungry. Bible
learning, crafts, drawing, studies of
the environment of the hungry, file
folder ideas, games, music, tapes, pictures and written material and other
miscellaneous activities are included.
An audio-visual kit, "Sight and
Sounds of Hunger," is available to
supplement the book.
The teaching ideas compiled here
may be used individually or in various
combinations. They are not meant to
be a series or curriculum, although
they do provide ideas from which a
curriculum could be developed. The
activities can be adapted to younger or

older age groups or to mixed age
groups. They provide a fine resource
for club programs, Sunday schools,
junior church, house church groups,
pastors' illustrated talks for children
and perhaps informal teaching in the
home.
Available from Brethren House,
6301 56th Avenue N„ St. Petersburg,
Fla., 33709. Cost is $5 paperback plus
75 cents for postage and handling.
Have You Ever Been Hungry? by
Patricia L. Kutzner and Linda
Stoerkel, 1978, United Church Press,
New York, N. Y.
This church school curriculum guide
on world hunger springs from the
Rock Springs Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ) in
Arlington, Va. Revised and edited to
meet the needs of a broad spectrum of
North American congregations, the
curriculum guide provides suggestions
for an eight-session course for each of
three age groups from ages eight to 13.
to page ten
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Welcome Home
Eben C. Cressman

Katherine Dettweiler is a thrifty
housewife and mother of six children.
She had convinced herself that Third
World food and labour crises were the
result of the nationals' indolence and
mismanagement. If those living in
poverty and squalor would only work
hard, save and observe Western
organization and management they
could lift themselves from the pit of
their self-pity.
Then, about five years ago, she
joined a mission study group in her
church and gradually was convinced
that the rich nations were oppressing
the poor and keeping them in dire need
in order to support their high standard
of living. Her friend, Ruth Johnston,
husband Gordon and three children
were commissioned by the church for
a three-year MCC tour of service in
Jamaica (1975-78). Katherine kept in
close touch by correspondence during
those years. She and Clarke also spent
a vacation in Jamaica and saw
firsthand the tremendous needs of the
people. Also they saw how the
Johnstons were giving of themselves
and their "living" to assist the
Jamaicans. Then the question of
rehabilitation upon their return in July
1978 was discussed. The Johnstons
had a few furnishings stored but would
immediately need a home and a job
for Gordon. They had a general
leaning towards a new mission church
community at Dungannon some distance from the Kitchener-Waterloo
community in Ontario.
Laverne and Norma Martin, also
close friends of the Johnstons, living in
the Dungannon area, scouted their
district for a suitable property. Having
found a small location of a few acres
of land and a well-built house (though
needing some improvements) they
conferred with the Dettweilers. The
real estate agent was in sympathy with
the situation and accepted a personal
c h e q u e for $ 5 0 0 . 0 0 f r o m the
Dettweilers to secure an option on the
p r o p e r t y . The J o h n s t o n s were
delighted with the windfall, but financing the deal seemed impossible for
them.
The writer is chairman of the Ontario MCC
Alumni. The article was released through MCC
(Canada).
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Now Clarke and Katherine began to
examine themselves honestly. They
had a house for their family and the
Johstons had none. Katherine says it
was a spiritual struggle for them to
come to the decision that if no other
financial help was available, they, the
Dettweilers, would lay "their all on the
altar" and "an axe to their home."
Their family was consulted and all
agreed to mortgage their property or
back the Johnstons with loans, if no
other assistance was forthcoming.
But they realized that the financing
project should be shared with the
brotherhood. The whole situation was
presented and discussed at a business
meeting of the congregation. The final
result was appointing a committee
who solicited help from the
brotherhood. A number of the
members gave financial help by gifts
and loans and the property was
purchased in the name of the church.
In the spring of 1978 the Johnstons
had a home ready for them. They may
purchase the property in their own
name as they feel able to assume that
responsibility.
When the Johnstons returned from
Jamaica in July 1978, the Dettweilers
met them at Miami, Florida, and the
two families camped their way to
Ontario, stopping at Akron for
debriefing. Then the church welcomed
them home. At a picnic, as a goodwill
gesture, the congregation gave them
groceries, cash and clothing. Next
week they assisted them in settling
into their home at Dungannon.
But the love gifts were not yet
completed. Volunteers, including
family members, modernized the
kitchen and made the house livable
and comfortable. Gordon found a
steady job, and later a better one and
is able to meet the financial needs of
the family. An interest-free loan from
the Ontario MCC Alumni Assistance
Fund paid for needed insulation.
The whole experience is humbling
and a cause for celebration. The principals involved consent to share their
personal experiences in order to bring
glory to God and inspiration to the
wider brotherhood where the return of
other volunteers provides opportunity
for sharing ourselves in personal ways.

Readers Write
from page six

But can we stop nuclear madness?
Can we turn the arms race around?
I don't know.
But let me ask a different question.
Should we?
Specifically, should the U.S. policy
of nuclear deterrence be condemned as
wrong by citizens of the United States,
and should it be opposed by all means
possible? Is it a sin to build a nuclear
weapon?
My answer to these questions is
"yes." And that not because I think
the United States (or any other nation) will turn from its idolatrous trust
in nuclear waepons, but because I
think it should. It is, after all, possible
to be against stealing without believing
that everyone will some day stop
stealing.
Consider the alternative. Christians
can be so sure that sin will not be
overcome in this world that they cease
to oppose it.
That is what I see most (does that
overstate it?) of my brothers and
sisters doing on the nuclear arms race.
Am I seeing accurately?
I think I'll put the bumper sticker
on the car. It might occasion some
thinking or some conversations. I
wonder what you will do.
John K. Stoner
Akron, PA
Hunger Education
from page nine

It can be shortened to six sessions or
lengthened to 10. Since it can be
adapted for use with older youth and
adults, the topic is suitable for an
intergenerational study.
This curriculum explores the
problem of hunger, helps the student
know the hungry as real people in our
world and develops creative, positive
responses to the problem. The lessons
emphasize personal involvement.
Scriptural basis for a Christian approach to hunger has been interwoven
into each week's lesson.
While this curriculum would be very
effective if used within congregations
which are already active in aiding the
hungry, it also could be used as a
starting point for other congregations
which have done little on this topic.
Available from United Church
Press, 287 Park Ave. S., New York,
N.Y. 10010.
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Tributes

Bert Ray Sider
1945-1979

Bert Ray Sider was born July 6, 1945,
and died March 23, 1979, in Managua,
Nicaragua. His death was sudden,
believed to be related to a heart condition.
He was the son of Ray and Kathryn
Sider. He was married to the former
Marian Schwass who survives along with
two sons, Nathan and Matthew; and one
daughter, Karla, who, at the time of the
death, was in the process of being
adopted by the Siders.
Bert and Marian went to Nicaragua in
1972. Bert was, at the time of his death,
Superintendent of the Brethren in Christ
Mission in Nicaragua. Prior to going to
Nicaragua he had served as pastor of the
Puslinch c o n g r e g a t i o n , C a n a d i a n
Conference.
All all-night Vigilia was held by the
Nicaragua church on Friday night in the
Bello Horizonte Church in Managua.
The funeral service was held Saturday
morning (March 24) with the message
delivered by Pastor Denis Arguello. The
body was carried by pastors of the
Nicaraguan church to the cemetery, a
mile distant from the church.
A memorial service was held in the
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church,
Sunday afternoon, March 25. Participating in the service were Bishop
Obituaries

from page seven
a great-grandchild; and a sister. An infant son
preceded him in death. He was a member of the
Fairview Brethren in Christ Church. He was also
involved in the organization and operation of
the Memorial Holiness Camp and served as a
trustee of the camp for 25 years.
Fox: Mrs. John Fox died March 24, 1979 in
the Welland Hospital, Ont. She is survived by her
husband; son, John Jr.; and two grandchildren.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Armstrong Funeral Home, Port Colborne, by
Rev. Robert Rolston.
Hilliker: Lloyd Hilliker died March 23,
1979. He is survived by his wife, Jean Wright
Hilliker; two sons: Brad and Todd; and his
grandmother. Rev. Robert Rolston conducted
the funeral service. Interment was in Ridgeway
Memorial Cemetery.
Moore: Mrs. Hazel Jones Moore, bom May
22, 1904 in Saginaw County, Mi, died Feb. 16,
1979, in the Midland Hospital Center. On Oct.
3, 1923, she was married to Verl Moore, who
survives. Also surviving are five sons: Dale L,
Ronald, Arthur, Larry, and Ivan L.; two
daughters: Mrs. Verna Thomas and Mrs. Shirley
Thomas; two brothers; 17 grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren. She was a member of
the Carland Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was conducted in the WareSmith Funeral Home by Rev. Bedsaul Agee.
Interment was in the Poseyville Cemetery.
Musselman: Elva May Musselman, born
July 28, 1893, near Leitersburg, Md„ died Feb.
5, 1979, in Greencastle, Pa. She was the
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Harvey Sider; Rev. Roy Sider; Rev.
Robert Rolston; Rev. Douglas Sider, and
the father of Bert, Ray Sider.
*****
Marian Sider, along with Nathan and
Matthew, arrived in Canada, April 3.
Karla, whose adoption papers were not
complete at the time of Bert's death, is
living with a Christian family in the same
community where the Sider family had
lived.
A Memorial Fund is being established
for Brethren in Christ Missions in
Nicaragua and a Compassion Fund for
the family. Contributions may be
designated and sent to Brethren in Christ
Missions
( S t e ven s v i 1 le
or
Elizabethtown).
daughter of John and Anna Fox. She was
married to Ivan Musselman who survives. She is
also survived by a son, John C.; a daughter,
Joanne Timmons; two sisters; a brother; 14
grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.
Interment was in the Eshelman's Cemetery.
Sider: Mrs. Nancy Sider died in Northland
Manor, Port Colborne, Ont., on March 18,1979.
She is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Gladys
Climenhaga; four sons: Ralph, Claude, Lome
and Roy; and 15 grandchildren. The funeral
service was conducted by Rev. Robert Rolston
and Rev. Ross Nigh. Interment was in Beach's
Cemetery.
Sollenberger: Ezra G. Sollenberger, born
Feb. 15, 1898, in Guilford Township, P a , died
Feb. 15, 1979 in the Waynesboro Hospital. He
was the son of Samuel S. and Margaret Grove
Sollenberger. In Nov. 1920, he married Mary R.
Patterson who survives. He is also survived
by four daughters: Mrs. Walter L. Strife, Mrs.
Robert J. McBride, Ethel E, Mrs. Homer L.
Kraybill; a son, Grove J.; eight grandchildren;
three sisters; and a brother. He was a member of
the Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ Church
where he served on the church board and was a
trustee. The funeral service was conducted in
the Grove Funeral Home by Rev. Lynn Thrush
and Rev. Virgil Book. Interment was in the
Norland Cemetery.
Spires: Ancil Spires, bom July 7, 1892, in
Adair County, Ky, died Feb. 17, 1979. He was
the son of Willie and Julie Grant Spires. He was
married to Martha Elizabeth Mings who
preceded him in death last year. He is survived
by the following children: Mrs. Lillian Burton,

Recorded on the page of history "Bert
Sider was a disciple of Jesus Christ."
Like our Lord's, Bert's ministry was
relatively short and his pilgrimage on
earth ended at the age of 33 years. Bert,
with Marian and their family, lived life
simply but fully. He knew how to work
and play, to weep and to laugh, best of all
he knew how to love. Love is costly. Bert
and Marian opened their home to
children who knew not love. They opened
their hearts to a people, the people of
Nicaragua. They passionately desired to
be among them. The guns of war could
not dislodge them.
—Roy V. Sider
Board for Missions
Bert Sider's pilgrimage in life was
marked by a certain restlessness. He was
a disturber of the status quo. He could
never feel at home in a world marred by
injustice, oppression and spiritual ignorance. His was a prophetic voice in a
wilderness of complacency and indifference. He could not sit idly by as
Christians mouthed the pious platitudes
and cliches of the day while their lives
gave little evidence of spiritual fervor or
commitment. Because he held temporal
things tentatively, he knew what was of
lasting, eternal worth. He, like Socrates,
was a gadfly. His periodic articles in the
Evangelical Visitor made some uncomfortable, as he was much too honest and
direct for many of us.
—Howard Landis
Board for Missions
William, Joe, Mrs. Imogene Giles, Robert,
Junior B, Ivan, Mrs. Beatrice Phipps, and Mrs.
Frances Hancock; a brother; a sister; 39
grandchildren; 32 great-grandchildren; and 2
great-great-grandchildren. He was a member of
the Knifley Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was conducted in the StottsPhelps-McQueary Funeral Home by Rev.
Gaylerd Miller and Rev. Raymond Martin.
Interment was in Columbia City Cemetery.
Winger: Kenneth Winger, Atwood, Ontario,
died Jan. 18, 1979, at the age of 62. He is
survived by his wife. Hazel; two daughters:
Marjorie Wilson and Edith Sider; two sons:
Leroy and William; and 10 grandchildren. He,
with his wife, gave time at the Bronx mission in
New York City and also served a number of
years at Messiah College in the maintenance
department. The funeral service was conducted
in the Hyde and Mott Funeral Home by Rev.
Brian Lavertz, Rev. Earl Sider, and Rev. Paul
Nigh. Interment was in the Springvale
Cemetery.
Wolgemuth: Joseph M. Wolgemuth, Mt.
Joy, Pa., died Feb. 26,1979, at the age of 75. He
was the son of Hiram E. and Martha Musser
Wolgemuth. He was married to Edna Strickler
who survives. He is also survived by four sons:
Wilbur M, Joseph M. Jr., Robert M, and Ernest
M.; two daughters: Mrs. Martha Myers and Mrs.
Catherine Heisey; 20 grandchildren; 11 greatgrandchildren; five brothers; and a sister. He was
a member of the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. Dale H. Engle, Rev. Allon B. Dourte, and
Rev. Henry Frank. Interment was in the Cross
Roads Cemetery.
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My Teacher Talks Too Much!
Peggy Pease

I pinched J o h n n y ' s ear (my
accepted way of greeting second
graders who feel they are too old for a
hug) as he rushed out of his classroom.
His shoulders were hunched like a
quarterback heading for the goal line.
Only Johnny was heading for the
water fountain.
He stopped short to give me a
lopsided grin. "Hi, Mrs. Pease."
"How was class today?" I asked.
"My teacher talks too much." he
said. Before I could reprimand him, he
was gone.
He's surely wrong, 1 thought to
myself. Miss Miller is so alive, so
forceful. True, she had not attended
the teaching technique classes, but I
prided myself on having her as a staff
member.
I have learned, however, that
childred do have an uncanny way of
"telling it like it is." I decided to visit
the classroom—not an unusual
procedure for a department
superintendent.
From my seat in a corner, I
observed the action. As the children
arrived, Miss Miller greeted each one
cheerfully with a smile and a question.
That's good, I thought. Then I noticed
that before the child could answer her,
Miss Miller went on to the next child
or turned to write something on the
chalkboard. I made a notation on my
paper.
Next came prayer. The teacher
prayed sincerely and well. But she
didn't notice Jane's hand go up. I
knew her brother was sick and thought
she might have wanted prayer for him.
I made another notation.
Miss Miller talked through the
welcome of visitors, birthdays, and
reviews—telling, telling, telling. By
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the time she got to the Bible story, I
felt exactly as did Johnny. Miss Miller
talks too much!
Sometime later, at a regularly
scheduled workshop, the question for
discussion was "What are the parts of
a learning experience?"
We got off to a good start when
someone suggested that hearing is a
very important factor in the child's
learning experience. I wrote "hearing"
on the chalkboard. After discussion,
we concluded that teachers must be
well prepared, knowing the story's
background, customs of the characters
involved, the story itself, and the
memory verse.
"The teacher's voice," said Miss
Miller, "is the one the children hear.
She must be confident she is giving
them true information."
"Do you think seeing is important
as a learning experience?" asked one
of my shy teachers. We agreed it was
important to those children to whom
God had granted sight. I wrote
"seeing" on the chalkboard. It was
agreed that the teacher should use the
large teaching pictures, magnetic
board, and other visual aids in the
resource packet.
"Up to now the children have been
passive," I reminded. "Shouldn't a
learning experience include some action on the child's part? How can we
involved him?"
"I have games with the memory
verses and role plays with the stories,"
said one teacher.
I wrote "motor activity" on the
board. Someone else suggested that
small muscles could be exercised by
doing the activities in the workbooks.
Then someone suggested the importance of verbal expression by the

children. I wrote that on the board.
That statement really helped us. We
agreed the teacher must be prepared,
but that her voice need not be the only
one heard. Children learn from one
another and from their own verbal
expression. The one who brought the
visitor could introduce him. A few
moments are well taken for the
birthday child to tell his age and one ot
two things about his special day. The
children could review the story
themselves, using the visuals to "tell it
back."
As we ended the workshop, I gave
an assignment: next Sunday in your
teaching use all of the parts of a
learning experience which we have
discussed today—hearing, seeing,
motor skills, and verbal expression.
It wasn't long until good reports
began coming from my teachers. "I
really believe they are listening to my
story for pleasure," said one.
"Review is teaching them critical
thinking," said another. "They are
learning to follow directions."
" G r o u p g a m e s help children
develop physically. They eliminate
attention-span problems."
Oh yes, the reports were good, but
the one that thrilled me most was
when I met Johnny again—you
guessed it—heading for the water
fountain. He stopped long enough this
time to say, "I got to sing a song today
all by myself, and next Sunday I get to
take the offering."
"Wonderful," I said. And that's
how I felt.
Reprinted from GROW, published by General
Department of Local Church Education. The
Wesleyan Church. Used by permission.
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S U M M E R SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Peace-Lducation Curriculum

Opportunities for serving Christ are available this summer for young persons,
age 15 and older. The following places of service need volunteers.
Camp Lakeview (Michigan)
Kenbrook Bible Camp (Pennsylvania)
Life Line Mission (San Francisco)
Messiah Village (Pennsylvania)
Mile High Pines (Southern California)
Montreal Lake Children's Home (Saskatchewan)
Navajo Mission (New Mexico)
Niagara Christian College (Ontario)
Oak Park BIC Church (Iowa)
Palm Valley BIC Church (Texas)
Spring Lake Retreat (New York)
Summer Service is sponsored by the Board of Christian Education. For
brochures and more information about these short-term service opportunities
contact your congregational youth director or write to:
John R. Yeatts
Director of Summer Services
P.O. Box 127
Nappanee, IN. 46550

recycle

"Lifework" is an eight-issue peace
education series for teenagers
produced by the Mennonite Central
Committee Peace Section. The purpose is to help our youth to understand what it means to be a
peacemaker in our world today.
Quantities of the first issue of the
service are being mailed to each
congregational youth advisor.
Copies of subsequent issues will be
sent free of charge to those who are
interested in using the material.
"Lifework" is supplied to our youth
under the cooperative sponsorship of
the Commission on Peace and Social
Concerns and the Board of Christian
Education.

youth week '79 * concern and commitment

Our youth group observed Youth
Day on February 11. We had a group
of young people from an Iowa State
University Bible group sing for us
during the Sunday school opening.
They sang some songs taken from
Scripture portions which they taught
the congregation.
The speaker for the morning was
Bill Demman, a former Iowa senator
from Des Moines. He gave his
testimony on his recycled life from
alcoholism to freedom in Christ.
Before he was saved, he gave many?
beer parties. After being saved, he
started a Bible Study in his home
every Tuesday evening. He was really
a recycled miracle of God's grace.
Also for the worship service, we had
a guest soloist, Carter Holman, who
composes and sings his own songs and
other contemporary songs.
We had a World Hunger Banquet in
the church basement at noon. Some
people with number 1, got beans only.
Those with number 2, received rice
only. And those who received number
3, got a full meal. We learned much
about how other people around the
world eat. We had a good discussion
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on hunger and being thankful for what
we have. We showed our concern for
others by receiving a free will offering
for World Hunger.
In the evening, we showed the film
called "A Distant Thunder." It tells
the story of life during the Tribulation.
It was a challenge to us all.
—Ruth Rosenberger
Dallas Center, Iowa
E v e r y o n e l o o k e d when we
celebrated Youth Day, since we had
balloons in the Church. We had the
Sunday evening worship on "God's
Love and Caring." The balloons
played a part in the skit to show how
something so small can mean so much
to someone else. We should feel for
others. God loves us so much we
should love others.
We also had singing, instrumental
music, a poem and a real good
message. I feel God helped each one.
They did their parts very well.
—Ron and Mary Baer
Fairland, Pennsylvania
Since we are a fairly new youth
group, we wanted to do something to

make the congregation aware of the
T.F.C.'s. (Teens for Christ)
Each teen had a couple from the
church as their partner. The couple
was to pray and personally contact the
teen everyday, (card, phone call, etc.)
and to do one special activity with
them during the week.
On Sunday, February 11, the teens
enjoyed a pancake breakfast at which
time they received flowers to wear.
They led the morning worship service,
caring for everything except the sermon which was brought by the pastor,
Richard Long.
At 5:00 p.m. the teens gathered for
pizza and then led the evening service,
providing special music and readings.
Those who attended "Let Youth
Begin" presented a round table discussion of their experiences at the convention.
On Saturday, February 17, a
progressive dinner was held honoring
the youth, thus concluding a good
week.
—Leroy and Coris Martin
Gilbert and Earleen Miller
Clarence Center, New York
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Religious News
Southern Baptist Convocation
Supports Salt II Treaty
A national convocation of about 400
Southern Baptists meeting in Louisville
has urged members of the nation's largest
Protestant denomination to support a new
Salt II Treaty with the Soviet Union as a
"necessary step towards multilateral
nuclear disarmament."
The two-day convocation, which was
convened by Dr. Glenn H. Stassen,
associate professor of Christian ethics at
the S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t T h e o l o g i c a l
Seminary here, drew about 400 participants from 17 southern states and
observers from several other m a j o r
religious bodies. Described as the first
event of its kind for Southern Baptists the
convocation drew the support of the
denomination's most prominent figures,
including President Carter, Evangelist Billy Graham, and three past presidents of the
Southern Baptist Coventions, including
the Rev. W.A. Criswell of Dallas.
The unanimity with which the
seminarians, ministers and lay men and
women agreed to recommend specific steps
for their fellow church members to support
arms limitations was pointed to by some
sponsors and observers as an indication
that the conservative denomination is
moving more into the main stream of
mainline American religious bodies on
social issues.
The Church
Must Regain its Identity,
Perkins Says
The Rev. John M. Perkins, founder and
president of the "Voice of Calvary,"
Jackson, Mississippi, said evangelicals
need to turn from giving their allegiance to
this world system and begin to worship in
living sacrifice the God who revealed
Himself in Christ Jesus.
"The gospel is both a proclamation and
a manifestation," said the Rev. Perkins.
"The gospel is God's love being made
visible.
"We have the responsibility of taking
that love of God out into the world and
proclaiming it; but we are also to be the
manifestation of what the gospel can
produce."
The Rev. Perkins said Christians need to
relocate themselves in specific areas of
need (i.e., the inner city); reconcile
themselves to all men; and redistribute
God'^ abundance into those areas of need.
Researchers Say Intolerance
Evenly Distributed in Society
People of various religions are about
equally intolerant, according to three
political science researchers. They also
found that people are as intolerant now of
political groups they dislike as people were
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in the witch-hunting 1950s, when the Communists, atheists and socialists were the
bad guys.
"People (today) are intolerant of widely
disparate targets," said James Piereson.
And, given that there are "so many people
prepared to be intolerant," intolerance
could easily be "mobilized against some
target."
Among other findings of the study by
Mr. Piereson, John Sullivan and George
Marcus, were that: People with more
education are only slightly more tolerant
than less-educated people. Men are no
more tolerant than women. Liberals are
very nearly as intolerant as conservatives.
Young people are as intolerant as old
people. Blacks and whites are about equally intolerant. People in the South are no
more intolerant than people in any other
section of the country.
The survey found that the most unpopular groups now are on the radical
right—the Ku Klux Klan, fascists and the
John Birch society—rather than on the
radical left. And two-thirds of those surveyed would like to see some groups
outlawed.
Charismatics Add to Membership
Of The Assemblies of God
The Assemblies of God, one of the
major traditional Pentecostal Churches,
reports it is experiencing a surge of
membership growth largely due to increasing numbers of "new charismatics."
An A s s e m b l i e s s p o k e s m a n said

membership has grown from some 625,000
in 1969 to 751,000 in 1974 and 939,312
members as of June 1978, with Sunday
school membership now 1.28 million.
Mr. Lambert estimated that 50 million
Americans have had a charismatic experience, and many "new charismatics"
are coming to older Pentecostal groups
such as the Assemblies of God for mature
support.
Abortions Worldwide Number
30 Million, Institute Says
More than 30 million legal abortions are
performed worldwide each year, with more
than 1 million of them in the U.S., according to a report by The Alan Guttmacher
Institute, an affiliate of the Planned
Parenthood Federation of America.
Since the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court
ruling liberalizing abortion, more than 5
million U.S. women have obtained legal
abortions in 3,000 clinics, hospitals and
physicians offices, the report said.
The number of legal abortions in the
U.S. has increased from about 745,000 in
1973 to 1.3 million in 1977. In recent
years, U.S. women have terminated
almost 3 out of 10 pregnancies by abortion.
"U.S. women obtain legal abortions at a
somewhat higher rate than women in
Canada and Western European countries," the Guttmacher report said, "but at
a considerably lower rate than do women
in Cuba, Japan, the Soviet Union and
most Eastern European countries."

Looking to the Next Decade
As Messiah College looks forward to
the fall of 1979 and the next decade,
freshman applications are running about
12 percent ahead of last year, according to
Admissions Director Ron E. Long.
The applications for students
transferring from other colleges and universities is almost 33 percent higher than
last year.
With the above increases. Long predicts
that 350 freshmen and 90 transfers will
enroll at the college this fall.
"We're especially gratified," he says,
"to see the academic profile of our incoming freshman class improve in the past
two years. The average SAT scores of new
freshmen actually went up 22 points in the
last two years."
In a day when the number of students
available as possible college freshmen is
shrinking, some institutions have been
forced to lower their academic standards
to maintain enrollment at previous levels.
Not so at Messiah College. Long says that
"We have not lowered our admissions
standards to increase enrollment."
When asked why enrollment continues
to grow at the college, Long listed three
factors. First: Messiah College has a good
variety of quality academic programs,
both liberal arts and professional. Second:
students respond to the strong evangelical
Christian environment on campus. And
third: the campus has excellent facilities to

enhance learning and social experience.
The enrollment goal for the fall of 1980
is a full-time student equivalent of 1250,
with 1150 at the Grantham campus and
100 at the urban campus in Philadelphia.
This will mean limiting the freshman class
to 400 students.
In looking forward to the decade of the
80s, the Board of Trustees and President
D. Ray Hostetter project a continuation of
black figures in operational accounts.
Messiah College has had a long history of
balanced budgets.
Dean David Brandt predicts that "those
majors leading relatively quickly to careers
will continue to attract the largest numbers
of students." Emphasis on general education will probably increase, particularly in
the areas of writing, reading, and computation. New subject matter will find its
way into the general education curriculum.
Some of the most likely candidates are
nutrition and personal economics, according to the dean. A major in Communication will be available to students beginning
in the fall of 1979.
As you can see, Messiah College looks
forward to the next decade with optimism
and purpose. Perhaps its main objectives
could be summarized as: increasing
academic excellence of both students and
faculty, introducing even more relevance
to the whole college experience, and (in
line with its motto) keeping "Christ
Preeminent."
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Editorial

I Feel a Draft

It is always risky to base an editorial on a current
situation. Situations change, even reverse themselves. By
the time the editorial is read the issue could even have
disappeared. This is doubly true with governmental
policies.
In spite of the risk, I want to call our attention to the
present effort within the United States congress to
reinstate the military draft. It is not the purpose of this
editorial to influence governmental action. There are
agencies, including those representing the Brethren in
Christ, which are testifying at the hearing in opposition to
the reinstatement of the draft or in seeking assurances
that, if the draft is instituted, conscience will be adequately
respected.
The concern of this editorial is the need for the
church—the Brethren in Christ to emphasize the biblical
teaching on peace in times of peace in order that our
youth, and in fact all of us, are prepared for times of war
or near-war.
Pastors need to make a conscious effort to include the
messages of nonresistance in their preaching ministry.
The teaching of nonresistance should be a part of the
nurture ministry of the church. It should be a part of the
Sunday school curriculum. This takes some doing.
Independently published curriculum—the kind used in
many of our Sunday schools—does not usually include
teachings on nonresistance.
The use of peace-oriented teaching materials, e.g. The
Ministry of Reconciliation* should be a conscious part of
our teaching ministry. Although not obtrusive, the
teaching of nonresistance is inherent in the Foundation
Series Pre-School—Grade 8 curriculum. Men of peace,
rather than heroes of war, are included as models for
youth.
We should take advantage of special days in the church
or national calendar to proclaim Christ's gospel of peace
and love. May 27 is designated as Peace Sunday by our
General Conference. Let's hear it, loud and clear, from
every Brethren in Christ pulpit that Christians are called to
renounce carnal warfare; to follow peace and holiness;
when reviled to not seek revenge; and to love one's enemies
and do them good rather than ill.
The doctrine of nonresistance does not find its ultimate
base in our service emphasis. Nonresistance is rooted in
the cross. It is more closely related to the salvation
doctrine and the salvation message than we have
traditionally taught.
Current events—Iran, Uganda, Pakistan, Cambodia—should remind us of the violent, volatile, and
temporal nature of national entities. It has ever been so.
For thousands of years dynasties and governments have
risen and fallen; boundaries drawn and redrawn, and
national pride avenged at an incredible cost in lives and
suffering. In contrast the Christian affirms the
supranational and permanent nature of the church which
knows no national boundaries nor tribal loyalties.
What a denial of our faith in Christ and his lordship
when Christians kill Christians in the name of national

allegiance.
Too long the church has been silent on the sinfulness of
war. Too long the church has glorified this ancient and
world-wide scourge. Too long the church has refused to
break with the evil powers and to call men to membership
in the kingdom of God whose citizens are prepared to die
for their faith but unwilling to kill.
I am not overly optimistic that unregenerate men and
the kingdoms of this world will accept the way of nonresistance. Perhaps sheer self-interest and the desire for
survival will cause them to seek other means than war to
settle their differences. But their motives will be based on
selfishness and pride.
I am optimistic that the gospel preached in its
fullness—including love for one's enemies and the
possibility of citizenship in a new kingdom will have the
ring of authenticity and hope and relevance for a world
tottering on the edge of the abyss.
It is high time we recover and articulate the message of
J e s u s — a m e s s a g e o u r own c h u r c h f a t h e r s
proclaimed—that as followers of Christ we are members
of the Kingdom of God and in the tension and conflict of
loyalties to other kingdoms no one can serve two masters,
nor dare we render to Caesar the things that are God's.
It is in times of peace and relative quiet that we need to
build the biblical and doctrinal foundation of peace, in
order that the house may stand in times of testing. Z
*A thirteen-lesson study guide prepared as part of the Heritage Series
and published by Evangel Press. Available at Christian Light Bookstores.
From the Kditor continued from page 2

our paths crossed with some frequency. I recall a tent
meeting at Enterprise, Kansas, in which he was the
evangelist. To a lad in his early teens Charles was a good
preacher and a fervent evangelist.
In later years I recall the challenge he would bring to
missionary conferences and the appeal he had to youth
who were dealing with their life direction.
I recall the visit Charles and Mary made to my wife and
me during seminary days. Although Charles worked more
within the institutions of the church than did Bert he too
was a peoples person and the people he touched are many.
It is proper that as the official church periodical the
Evangelical Visitor records, upon their passing, the
ministry of those who had roles of leadership in the church.
But I am very conscious that in the same issues in which
considerable space is devoted to these servant-leaders there
are other obituaries, a few lines in length, of those who
were just as faithful but less well known.
It is assuring to me that God does not count the lines in
the obituaries. 1 doubt if he even reads them. Somewhere it
is written that God sees things differently than man
sees—since God looks deeper and sees more. He has his
own criteria for the recognition of faithfulness. This
knowledge is both comforting and disquieting.
Do you know what I mean?
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Musings of a Sparrow
Jane

A sparrow. A dull, brown, sparrow. Why me? Why
did I have to be a sparrow? If only I could change. If
I could be . . .
A flashy cardinal, a bluejay, or even better yet a
beautiful peacock. I could simply unfold my
gorgeous, large plummage and strut around.
Everyone could look at me and ooh and aah. They
would say how wonderful I looked; how well I carried
myself.
But I'm a sparrow. A dull, brown sparrow.
Nothing flashy, nothing beautiful. Just a sparrow. To
most we all look the same. Dull. Brown. Little birds.
I'm just one of the flock. One of the dull, brown
bunch. One of the crowd. If only I could change. If I
could be . . .
A songbird. Oh, to be able to sing. A distinctive
voice from all others. They would say how lovely I
sound. They would listen to me. They would stop
what they were doing just to hear my song.
But I'm a sparrow. Most don't even think I can
tweet, or hum, much less carry a tune by myself. I'm
not even good enough to sing in the tree tops. If only
I could change. If I could be . ..
A swan. Yes, a swan is the bird I should be. A
beautiful, white, long-necked, graceful swan. I'd float
peacefully, serenely, on top of the water. So
smoothly, so gently. No unnecessary strokes, no
flightiness, no fluttering. Just calmness, just at-easeness.
But I'm a sparrow. Always flying here, fluttering
there. Always something to do, somewhere to go,
someone to see. It's maddening. A nest to build, a

worm to catch, a baby to feed. If only I could change.
If only I could be . . .
A robin. Sure a robin. What a life! The robins only
come for a short time. Each spring someone says,
"The robins are back." Such a fuss, such a bustle. As
if they bring the spring. The awakening. The beginning of new life with them.
But I'm a sparrow. I'm always here. I never get to
leave . . . or return. No one ever has been excited
about seeing me at a gathering. I'm always here.
Always filling the branches. Always doing the work
when all the others are gone. If only I could change.
If only I could be . . .
An owl. A wise owl. Owls have the brains. They're
the smart ones. To whom does everyone go for
wisdom? For leadership? The owls of course.
Everyone looks up to them. Respect. Prestige.
Because of the bit of learning they have in one area
anf the letters behind their name everyone thinks they
know a great deal.
But I'm a sparrow. Not a brain. I'm just me. I have
learned much in life. I have experience. I can offer
suggestions too. I know something.
What's that? Your eye is on the sparrow? You're
watching me? You see each one of us? Each sparrow?
You know about me? I'm important to you?
I'm a sparrow. Just a sparrow. And His eye is on
me.
The writer is a graduate of Messiah College and a pastor's wife.

